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One in six people in the world live at or below the poverty threshold of one dollar a day. At a 

time of great social and economic disruption in the world, people on the brink of survival can 

be easily pushed over the edge, or just as easily pulled back to safety. The people who 

generously shared their stories in Living On A Dollar A Day inspire us to change lives for 

the better. 

 

Living On A Dollar A Day, (Text by Thomas A. Nazario, Photographs by Renée C. 

Byer and Foreword by the 14th Dalai Lama), is a passionate call to action, presenting 348 

pages filled with over 200 color photographs, profiles, explanatory charts and graphics that 

deliver an unprecedented and thought-provoking examination of global poverty, and how it 

impacts the poor and the rest of the world community. Most striking, the book offers 

innovative ways to transform lives through individual action large or small. Grassroots 

organizations are profiled as potential models and at the end of each chapter A Way To 
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Help lists nonprofit organizations that focus on problems such as child labor and lack of 

access to healthcare, among other issues. We are shown how change is possible.  

To create her work for Living On A Dollar A Day (The Quantuck Lane Press; 2014), one 

of the most powerful and important photo books of the year, Pulitzer Prize-winning 

photojournalist Renée C. Byer traveled to ten countries on four continents to illuminate the 

human faces of poverty. With support from The Forgotten International, a nonprofit 

organization based in San Francisco that works to alleviate poverty in the U.S. and 

worldwide, Byer sought out people who live on the brink of survival – on a dollar a day. Her 

searing and tender photographs along with the personal stories Byer gathered, give a voice 

to those who would not otherwise be heard. (The Quantuck Lane Press; 2014) 

 

Byer was recently named the 1st place recipient for her photographic work in Living On A 

Dollar A Day for The 2014 International Photography Award for Best Documentary Book. 
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