
 

OUR 2018 YEAR IN REVIEW  
 
 
Background: The Forgotten International (TFI) was incorporated in 2007 and in 2017 completed its 
tenth year in operation. It was founded by its president, Professor Thomas Nazario at the University of 
San Francisco, after many years of traveling the world reporting on legal issues related to the treatment 
of children for several non-governmental and governmental organizations. Tom was encouraged to 
start the work of TFI after having several conversations with His Holiness the 14th Dalai Lama who 
eventually helped fund some of TFI’s initial work in 2009 through an event called the Joy of Giving. The 
foundation is also grounded on what Tom calls its Twelve Simple Beliefs as well as its driving 
philosophy that in order to create a better world, particularly for the world’s poor, we must start with 
women and children. 
 

THE RELEASE OF LIVING ON A DOLLAR A DAY: THE DOCUMENTARY 
 
While planning for our book Living on a Dollar a Day, Tom Nazario also 
hoped that someday he might create a movie based on the book. It was 
then he decided to assign a videographer to the project. Later, an Emmy 
Award-winning video editor created the documentary which will, 
hopefully, continue to introduce millions of people to those among us who 
live on less than a dollar a day.  
 
The Documentary Living on a Dollar a Day captures the struggles and 
hopes that many of the world’s poor, who often live 
on the edge of life and death, experience every day 
and gives the viewer an opportunity to connect with 
the world’s less fortunate. 
 
The film has now been screened at festivals all 

around the world and while in London, the documentary received the award for 
Best Documentary and Editing. It’s been a very good year for the film and we are 
working to have it released to a much broader audience early in 2019. 
 

PROGRAMS VISITED IN 2018 
PHILIPPINES 

 

Project PEARLS was established in 2010 by Melissa Villa to help the 
poorest of the poor who live on a dump site just outside of Manilla in the 
Philippines. TFI traveled there last Spring to see if we could help this 
grassroots organization with resources to support the education of the 
youth they served. Upon leaving TFI provided computers and printers 
for their computer center and scholarships for 50 preschoolers.  
 

CAMBODIA 
In the summer, we also visited the Cambodian Community Dream 
Organization (CCDO) in Cambodia. There we donated 100 bicycles to 
100 impoverished children who live in villages near the city of Siem Reap 
in order to give them a chance to attend and finish their education at one 
of over 15 schools quite far from where they live. While in Cambodia, TFI 
also visited Landmine Relief Fund and People Improvement 
Organization.  
 

OUR CHILDREN’S FUND 
 

 
Fatima, Asana, Ayisha 

 
Elvis  

 
Karishma 

 
Priyanka 

 
Sangeeta 

 
Solomon 

 

As we mark another year of support to our most vulnerable children through our Children’s Fund, these 
children continue to work their way through middle school, high school and even college in their effort 
to leave poverty behind them. Each has had a very difficult beginning, but with our support, they now 
have a far more hopeful path before them. It is one way we change a life one child at a time. 
  

Our film, based on our 
book, was released this 

year and has won 26 
awards worldwide! 
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Best Documentary Award 



 
 

GRANTMAKING/ORGANIZATIONS FUNDED IN 2018 

 
 

NOTE: Grantmaking represents 20% of TFI's overall Annual Budget but about 1/3 of TFI's actual expenditures. 
 

COMPASSION AWARDS 
 
Diane Brandenburg and her late husband, Lee Brandenburg, were awarded one 
of two of TFI Compassion Awards for years of demonstrating compassion toward 
those who might have otherwise been forgotten. The Forgotten International 
recognized these two extraordinary people for having achieved humility, gratitude, 
and the acceptance of others, as well as the strength to look beyond themselves and 
instead look to the needs of those around them through many of their Philanthropic 
efforts and work on our Board. We thank Diane and Lee for being such beautiful 
partners in love and life. 

 

Lucy Wang and Manon Courbon of the Atlas Club at Riverside High School in Greer, South Carolina 
were also awarded our Compassion Award for having worked tirelessly for 
the past four years to raise funds for impoverished school children in India, 
Thailand, Kenya, Peru, and most recently Cambodia. Most of these children 
they will likely never meet, yet through their compassion they have helped 
when it would have been so easy for them to do nothing. After working with 
our Doing Good curriculum and traveling to Cambodia this year, they 
discovered that what really makes one happy in the world is to give and care 
for others.  
 

TFI WELCOMES GERARD H. MOHAN 
Born and raised in New York City, Gerard became a certified Family Nurse 
Practitioner (FNP) after obtaining his B.S. in Nursing at Rutgers University. In 1986, 
Mr. Mohan joined the Navy where he continued his education at Seattle Pacific 
University, and after obtaining the rank of Commander in the Navy, Jerry retired 
from the Navy in 2004 and for the next 10 years’ worked at his local Veterans 
hospital. Mr. Mohan’s eagerness to serve others has led him to The Forgotten 
International as our newest Board Member. 
 

This year, Jerry and his wife Beth established the Eugene P. Mohan Medical 
Assistance Fund to, in the near future, assist programs who are providing medical services to 
underserved communities around the world, particularly those which serve children who have never 
seen a doctor, or could be helped through preventive medical care, basic medications, or a simple 
operation that could change their life for the better.  
 

LOOKING INTO 2019 
As we begin another year, we very much hope that you will continue to help us support our effort to find 
organizations around the world that help the poor as well as help our Children’s Fund our Fellows 
Program and our efforts to continue to educate the world about the problem of global poverty and 
encourage our youth to give and care for others through our Doing Good Program. 
 
 

Contact Us:  
P.O. Box 192066 
San Francisco, CA 94119 
415-517-6942 
info@theforgottenintl.org 
www.theforgottenintl.org  

Please consider giving today! 
 

The Forgotten International is a 501 (c)3 nonprofit organization 
with the Federal Tax ID 26-1484826. All donations are tax 

deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. 


